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A survey of captive population dynamics for six endemic Chinese Box Turtle species

(Testudines: Bataguridae: Cuora)
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Abstract: From January, 2003 to June, 2006 a survey was performed on the viability of private captive populations of
six endemic Chinese Cuora species (excluding those in Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan). With numbers like 8,000 -
10,000 adult Cuora trifasciata sensu lato in China, it's clear that Cuora trifasciata sensu stricto (approx. 30-40% of the
total) is held in the greatest numbers. Next would be drasticaly fewer with 134 Cuora aurocapitata, then 49 Cuora pani,
29 - 41 Cuora mccordi, 29 Cuora zhoui and only 2 Cuora yunnanensis, being the rarest of the rare. These figures
represent every stage of developement in all but Cuora trifasciata, where only adults are listed. The average collection
contained 50 - 150 Cuora specimens with most having limited reproductive success at the time of the survey (with the
exception of Cuora trifasciata). Most Chinese Cuora are in a desperate struggle for species survival.
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